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*This list is by no means exhaustive; 
the signary remains quite open for new discoveries

and decisions about terminology.



There are three main categories of Etruscan VLJOD (non-verbal 
markings) from archaeological contexts; alphabetiform VLJOD, 
numeriform VLJOD and individual characters that may be called 
abstract VLJOD.

Alphabetiform and numeriform VLJOD are in the shapes, respectively, of 
letters and numbers and they can be easily described using the 
alphabet or numbers.
All the Etruscan VLJOD can have multiple meanings, according to the 
results of the study of different scholars. For example, the sign V can 
be considered by some scholars in some contexts as an 
alphabetiform VLJOXP (letter 8) or by others in other contexts as a 
numeriform VLJOXP (number 5); a cross inscribed in a circle can be 
considered by some scholars as an alphabetiform VLJOXP (letter WKHWD) 
or by others as an individual abstract VLJOXP (see below) allusive to 
other semantic spheres such as that of the Etruscan sacred space.

Individual abstract VLJOD are elusive, receiving different names in 
different languages, so that they are usually designated generically in 
the epigraphic terminology as QRWD, QRWDH or VLJQXP, VLJQD. The 
signary of the IESP given here presents such VLJOD, assigning them 
Latin names with neutral significance that may be used 
internationally. For example, the five-pointed star is named 
the SHQWDFXOXP, and the dry tree branch is called the UDPXV VLFFXV�

Abstract VLJOD so far identified are listed below according to their 
alphabetical order and are illustrated each by one or two examples (A 
and B or only A) drawn from documented Etruscan VLJOD. 



$QFRUD�

A. Fragment of impasto lid. Roselle (after CIE 12019). 2nd century BCE.
B. Terracotta funerary tile. Chiusi (after CIE 2864).  Date unknown.

%LSHQQLV�

A. Foot of an impasto cup. Roselle (after CIE 11671). Archaic.
B. Foot of a grey bucchero bowl. Marzabotto (after Sassatelli, fig. 118). Late 6th-5th 
cent. BCE.

A B

A B



&UDWLFXOD�

A. Cup of black Campanian bucchero. Nuceria, Tomb 159 (after SE 53, 1985, p. 
210). Date unknown.
B. Foot of a grey bucchero bowl. Marzabotto (after Sassatelli, fig. 95). Late 6th-5th 
cent. BCE.

)RUPD�GLPLGLDQV�

A. Cup of black Campanian bucchero. Nuceria, Tomb 159 (after SE 53, 1985, p. 
210). Date unknown. 
B. Bucchero bowl. Cetamura del Chianti (Cetamura archive). Ca. 550-450 BCE.

A B

BA



)RUPD�TXDGUDQV�

A. Impasto lid/bowl. Marzabotto (after Sassatelli, fig. 68). 6th-5th cent. BCE. 
B. Foot of a black-gloss vessel. Cetamura del Chianti (after de Grummond 2000, fig. 

79). 3rd-2nd cent. BCE. 

)RUPD�TXDGUDQV LQ�FLUFXOR�
A. Bowl of black Campanian bucchero.  Abella, Tomb 102 n.59 (after SE 71, 2007, p. 

203). Ca. 550-475 BCE.
B. Handle of local dipper. Chiavari (after Bagnasco, fig. 59). Second half of 7th BCE. 

A B

A B



)RUPD�VH[WDQV�
A. Foot of an impasto bowl.  Marzabotto (after Sassatelli, fig. 35). Late 6th-5th cent. 

BCE.
B. Foot of a bowl, unpainted. Marzabotto (after Sassatelli, fig. 38). 5th cent. BCE. 

A B

/LQHDH UDGLDQWHV�

A. Black-gloss saucer. Tarquinia, Monterozzi (after CIE 10129). 3rd-2nd cent. BCE. 
B. Foot of a black-gloss vessel. &HWDPXUD del Chianti (after de Grummond 2000, fig. 

88). 3rd-2nd cent. BCE. 

A B



3HQWDFXOXP��

A. Bowl of orange fine ware. Marzabotto (after Sassatelli, fig.  41). Date unknown.  
B. Interior wall of black-gloss vessel. Cetamura del Chianti (after de Grummond, 

2000, fig. 101).  3rd-2nd cent. BCE. 

A B

5DPXV VLFFXV�

A. Bucchero kyathos. Blera (after 6(�58, 1992, p. 292).  Ca. 550-500 BCE.
B� Pitcher of grey fine ware. Marzabotto (after Sassatelli, fig.  92). 5th cent. BCE.

A B



6ZDVWLND�

A. Foot of a fine impasto vessel. Roselle (after CIE 11670). 7th-6th cent. BCE. 
B��Bronze axe. Bologna, Benacci Caprara, Tomb 53 (after Sassatelli,  figs. 19-20, no. 

174).  Villanovan. 

A B

6FDOD�

A. Foot of a Ionic cup, type B2/ B3. Gravisca (after CIE 10386). Mid 6th BCE.

A



7ULGHQV DFXWXV��

A. Bronze axe. Bologna, San Francesco  (after Sassatelli, figs. 11-12, no. 103). Early
orientalizing.

A

A

7ULGHQV TXDGUDWXV�

A. Foot of a black-gloss vessel. Populonia (after SE 6, 1932, 473, fig. 8).  Date 
unknown. 



$EEUHYLDWLRQV

Bagnasco = G. Bagnasco Gianni, $FFRJOLHQ]D�GHOOD�VFULWWXUD�H�YDORUH�GHO�VHJQR�
VFULWWR, in ,QVXEUL�H�&HQRPDQL WUD�6HVLD�H�$GLJH��$WWL�GHO�6HPLQDULR�GL�6WXGLR, in 
5DVVHJQD�GL�VWXGL�GHO�FLYLFR�0XVHR�DUFKHRORJLFR�H�GHO�FLYLFR�*DELQHWWR�

QXPLVPDWLFR�GL�0LODQR LXIII-LXIV, 1999, pp. 47-59.

&,(� �&RUSXV�,QVFULSWLRQXP (WUXVFDUXP

de Grummond = N.T. de Grummond  (ed.), Cetamura Antica, Traditions of Chianti. 
Florida State University, Tallahassee 2000.  

Sassatelli = G. Sassatelli, *UDIILWL�DOIDEHWLFL�H�FRQWUDVVHJQL�QHO�9LOODQRYLDQR�
ERORJQHVH��1XRYL�GDWL�VXOOD�GLIIXVLRQH�GHOO¶DOIDEHWR�LQ�(WUXULD�3DGDQD, in (PLOLD�
3UHURPDQD 9-10, 1984, pp. 147-255.

SE = 6WXGL�(WUXVFKL


